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ABSTRACT 

Historically, work relationships play a role in the establishment of social and 
productive relationships. At school, for example, education for physical and 
intellectual work was different. Manual education was intended for physical work 
and so-called propaedeutic education for purely intellectual work. In 1943, the 
Federal Territory of Amapá was created, through decree-law n. 5,812 of 
September 13th. The Escola Técnica do Comércio do Amapá was founded on 
September 13, 1949. It was a joint idea of the Associação Comercial do Amapá 
and some teachers. The vocational school was then implemented. The objective of 
this work was to show the participation of the Escola Técnica do Comércio do 
Amapá in the history of Professional and Technological Education (EPT)[6] in the 
state. A documentary search was carried out in the state archives of the Escola 
Gabriel de Almeida Café, located on FAB Avenue, in Downtown, Macapá, Amapá. 
A further analysis based on the literature took place. The foundation of the 
technical school in Amapá, even using dualist principles, provided the basis for 
professional education in the state. The Instituto Federal de Educação, Ciência e 
Tecnologia do Amapá (IFAP) is part of a national network that used these schools 
as a foundation. However, by offering technical and technological education to 
highly trained students and with access to the less affluent population, it 

https://www.nucleodoconhecimento.com.br/
https://www.nucleodoconhecimento.com.br/education/ept-in-amapa
https://www.nucleodoconhecimento.com.br/
https://www.nucleodoconhecimento.com.br/education/ept-in-amapa


REVISTA CIENTÍFICA MULTIDISCIPLINAR NÚCLEO DO 

CONHECIMENTO ISSN: 2448-0959 

 https://www.nucleodoconhecimento.com.br 

 

6 
RC: 128467 
Available in: https://www.nucleodoconhecimento.com.br/education/ept-in-amapa 

collaborates a lot in reducing educational duality and, therefore, in reducing the 
Brazilian social difference. 

Keywords: Teaching, EPT, Technical School. 

INTRODUCTION 

Historically, work relationships play a role in the establishment of social and 

productive relationships. There are those who live off the work of others (bosses) 

and those who sell their work capacity (employees) (CEZAR and FERREIRA, 

2016). 

Socially, this relationship has a double identity. At school, for example, education 

for physical and intellectual work was different. Manual education was intended for 

physical work and so-called propaedeutic education for purely intellectual work 

(SAVIANI, 2007). 

This “historical educational duality” derived an education for work, aimed at the 

less favored layer of the population, forming a workforce without a college degree. 

On the other hand, for people with more access, education would be at a higher 

level, thus being better paid. This does not collaborate with the reduction of the 

social interval (MOURA, 2007). 

During the imperial period in Brazil, religious and philanthropic associations were 

responsible for training the workforce. Helpless minors were destined to serve the 

armed forces through the Companhias de Aprendizes Artífices e as Companhias 

de Aprendizes de Marinheiros (MANFREDI, 2002; GARCIA et al., 2018). 

In 1943, the Federal Territory of Amapá was created, through decree-law n. 5,812 

of September 13th. The idea was to mark the country's borders, even more so, 

those considered strategic when considering the war period (World War II) 

(SANTOS, 2006). 
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Along with the idea of preserving the national territory, there was also the vision of 

exploring natural resources. In the Vargas era, it was intended to develop the 

Brazilian regions and form a modern and industrial national state, using the 

workforce. Thus, there was an incentive to create these workers, within the 

capitalist principle (SILVA, 2007; LOBATO, 2014). 

The Escola Técnica do Comércio do Amapá was founded on September 13, 1949. 

It was a joint idea of the Associação Comercial do Amapá and some teachers. A 

professional school was implemented where, until then, only teachers were trained 

(AMAPÁ, 1946). 

OBJECTIVE 

Show the participation of the Escola Técnica do Comércio do Amapá in the history 

of Professional and Technological Education (EPT) in the state. 

METHOD 

A documentary search was carried out in the state archives of the Escola Gabriel 

de Almeida Café, Avenue FAB, Downtown, city of Macapá, state of Amapá. A 

further analysis based on the literature took place. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 

From 1937 to 1945, Brazil was led by Getúlio Vargas. During this period, imports 

are reduced, which requires the formation and training of a working class (working 

class) to meet the new directions of industrialization (MANFREDI, 2002). 

In the Federal Constitution of 1937, the State places professional education as its 

duty. However, it defines, contradictorily, that industries and unions must create 

training schools, within each specialty necessary for production. The Brazilian 

State then subsidized these entities for such an offer (BRASIL, 1937). 
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The laws created to organize vocational education ended up configuring the 

separation between this teaching and the propaedeutic, organizing it by areas 

(MANFREDI, 2002; BRASIL, 2008). 

When the territory of Amapá was created, the first governor sworn in was Janary 

Gentil Nunes, appointed by President Getúlio Vargas. He governed the territory 

between 1944 and 1956, with intermittent periods to assume federal positions 

(COELHO, 2004). 

Its government policy was based on three pillars: cleaning, educating and 

populating. In this way he began to build the necessary structures, mainly by 

increasing the number of schools and improving public health. The work of the 

population, at the time, followed the logic of daily subsistence, without medium or 

long-term planning (COELHO, 2004). 

The governor initially intended to overcome the high number of illiterates. In the 

beginning, there were few schools in Amapá, most being concentrated in the 

capital (LOBATO, 2009). So he set goals for education and was financed by the 

Vargas government, which had political interests in this educational project. Thus, 

the levels of education were expanded, as well as the installation of professional 

education (AMAPÁ, 1946; LOBATO, 2014). 

A 1944 report, prepared by the government of Amapá, indicated that formal 

education did not qualify young people for technical jobs, thus there was a need for 

such training. For the development of production and the economy of the state, a 

diversified technical class should be formed (AMAPÁ, 1946). 

With the installation of the territory of Amapá and the increase in extractivism, there 

was also an increase in the variety and number of commercial houses, to serve the 

growing population. Commerce was still not very diversified, but it encouraged the 

natives of the state to live with commerce and the idea of consumption (AMAPÁ, 

1946). 
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There was then an increase in commercialization, including the exchange of 

goods, which boosted the increase in the quantity and variety of commercial 

products in the territory of Amapá. Thus, new types of work also emerged, which 

required specialized labor (AMAPÁ, 1946). 

In the Nunes government's conception, any location could be used as an incentive 

to study. In this way churches, shops, medical centers and sports venues were 

used for this purpose (AMAPÁ, 1946). 

But, in the assemblies that asked for government aid for the foundation of the 

Escola Técnica de Comércio Amapaense, the support of the state was configured 

in the transfer of a room of a state school. In this scenario, the Associação 

Comercial founded the Escola Técnica do Comércio, together with professors and 

some accounting professionals (AMAPÁ, 1946). 

The technical school initially trained “bookkeepers” and “accountants” (Figure 1). 
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Figure 1 - Minutes that discuss and implement the foundation of the Escola Técnica de Comércio 

Amapaense  in 1949 

  

Source: Authors. 

Classes began in 1950 and, to enter, the student took an admission test, offered 

annually. There was a choice between the “entry-level trade course” and the 

“technical course in accounting” (Figure 2). 
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Figure 2 - Minutes showing the beginning of activities, the first courses offered and the first ones 

approved in each course 

  

Source: Authors. 
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The federal government used the same policy to implement technical education in 

all territories of the Union (BANDEIRA, 2015). 

In the first year of normal operation of the school, in 1950, the courses of 1st, 2nd 

and 3rd series of the basic commercial course and 1st series of technician in 

accounting were offered (Figure 2). In the courses, the subjects were separated 

into General Culture (Portuguese, English, Mathematics, Geography and History) 

and Technical Culture, with different subjects according to the modality of the 

commercial education course series (Figure 3). 

Figure 3 - Sheet that shows the subjects of a student of the technical course in accounting 

 

Source: Authors. 

This beginning of education throughout the country seems to have founded, even 

with some erroneous biases, the EPT in Amapá. Currently, the Federal Institutes, 

including the one in Amapá (IFAP), act in an attempt to reduce the difference in 
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access to quality education (NUNES and WETTERICH, 2019). They allow students 

to access higher academic and technological levels. This seems to be a way to 

reduce the Brazilian educational duality (MOURA, 2007). 

CONCLUSIONS 

The foundation of the technical school in Amapá, even using dualist principles, 

provided the basis for professional education in the state. 

The Instituto Federal de Educação, Ciência e Tecnologia do Amapá (IFAP) is part 

of a national network that used these schools as a foundation. However, by 

offering technical and technological education to highly qualified students and with 

access to the less affluent population, it collaborates a lot in reducing educational 

duality and, therefore, in reducing the Brazilian social difference. 
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APPENDIX – FOOTNOTE 

6. Educação Profissional e Tecnológica (EPT). 
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